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MEMORANDUM FBOM THE BIHAR PROVINCIAL SANATAN BHABAM SABHA.

It was at once deprived of all the advantages which
it had enjoyed as a partner with Bengal. It was left
with no University, no Medical College, no Veterinary
College, no Engineering College, no High Court, no
Secretariat, no Government House and no Hill
Station. Primary education and medical relief had
been in a neglected condition* Besides this the
province was liable to pay interest to the Government
of India for the capital spent on the construction
of the Orissa canals. The war, from its outbreak
in 1914 till it stopped in the end of 1918, made
its position worse. For the province has only a small
and inelastic revenue. In spite of these drawbacks,
it1 made an unprecedented effort, and in the course
of a few years it created a University, Medical College,
Engineering College and a Veterinary College; and
made a big advance in primary education and in
medical relief both in urban and rural areas. It
has also done something for the improvement of
Agriculture and Industry.

All these improvements were made possible by an
unprecedented increase in the Excise revenue which
must remain at this high level to provide support
for future recurring charges. Now the position is
" thus^ far and no further "; and in fact excise
revenue has a tendency to go down. The other
inelastic heads are almost in the same condition.
Having regard to the population and area of the
province, its needs are very great; and it is nofc
fair that the people of the province should be thus
handicapped in the race of provincial progress. There
is a demand for opening new Colleges, for making
primary education free and compulsory, for free
vaccination, for district health organisations to
improve the sanitary condition of the province, which
is a permanent home for epidemics. There is a
demand for water supply in rural areas, for water
works for towns, and for the improvement of com-

munications. To all these just demands Government
express regret and their inability to supply funds.
Government have even been unable to fulfil definite
undertakings, made years ago, and to maintain/
certain grants-in-aid to local bodies. The financial
outlook is therefore gloomy.

Any attempt on the part of this province to improve
its finances is sure to end in disappointment. This
province wanted to tax coal, but it was not allowed
to do so by the Government of India. This province
wants to put a tax on lac and mica, but there is little
hope that the Government of India would permit
it. Proposals for terminal and octroi taxes on goods
and passengers are likely to share the same fate. There
is no chance of remission of payment of interest in
respect of the Orissa canals. The share of income-
tax which this province is getting is also small.
Income-tax is mostly paid outside the province either
in Bombay or Calcutta on account of the Head Offices
of the firms being situated there. Our big industrial
areas bring in very little to the provincial revenues.

So this Royal province on account of its poverty
will lag behind other provinces and seems likely
to remain backward among the provinces. If this
is to happen, certainly it was a mistake to create a
province full of ambition and aspirations but with
insufficient revenue. If this province had continued
to be a part of Bengal, conditions would have been
no worse, and at least the additional cost of a separate
administration would have been available for the
people. It is hoped that the Honourable Members
of the Royal Commission will pay particular atten-
tion to the financial position of this province and
will make the necessary recommendations for its
improvement.

GANESH DUTTA SINGH.

Banchi, 18th June, 1928.

Memorandum from the BIHAR PROVINCIAL SANATAN DHARAM SABHA.

To the Chairman and Members of the Indian
Statutory Commission.

We the Members of the Bihar Provincial Sanatan
Dharam Sabha on behalf of and as representing the
orthodox Hindu Couamunity of the Province beg to
offer our sincere welcome to the Commission and
pray God for their happy sojourn and safe return.

The vast majority of the Hindu population of the
country are very orthodox and conservative in their
religious faith and beliefs and yield to none in their
loyalty and devotion to the sacred person and throne
of His Majesty the King-Emperor and the benign
British Government.

They look upon their rulers and administrators
as their natural leaders and protectors in this mundane
world.

.The Sabha is grateful to the British Nation and the
august Parliament for sending the Royal Commission
to this land of Hindus as the very name Hindusthan
signifies and hope,s 'and trusts that the just rights
and claims of the Orthodox Hindus will, not only
not be ignored in any1 scheme of administration that,
the Commission may be pleased to advocate but
better and greater facilities would be afforded to
them to have their grievances remedied and their
position and importance duly recognised and
strengthened. The majority of the seats' allotted
to the Hindus must go to the Orthodox people. It
is a matter of deep regret that the Orthodox Hindus

were not given their due share in the Reformed
Councils and the central Legislatures. The con-
sequence was thajt several un-Hindu Bills were
allowed to be introduced into the Provincial and
Central Legislatures thereby wounding the religious
feelings and susceptibilities of the Hindu world
against the Royal Proclamation and repeated
pronouncements of their late and present Imperial
Majesties that nothing would be said or done in .
any way to interfere with the established customs,
cherished laws and usages of the Hindus.
In particular the Sabha is alarmed at the recent
introduction of a bill in the Bihar and Orissa Legis-
lative Council which threatens to intervene with
the rights, privileges and established usages' of
Hindu temples, Maths and places of pilgrimage
which are the life and backbone of the Hindu religion.
The Sabha hopes and prays that it will be recom-
mended to Parliament that by the exercise of the
veto of His Excellency the Governor-General or
of His Excellency the Governor or by other convenient
means the debating as well as the passing of such
un-Hindu bills or resolutions be prevented.
In conclusion, the Sabha once more offers its
hearty welcome to the Commission and expresses
its appreciations of being permitted to appear before
this Conference and hopes its labours will not go in
vain.